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 Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari attends SCO Council 
of Foreign Ministers (CFM) meeting 

F oreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari led the Pakistan delegation to the SCO Council of 

Foreign Ministers (CFM) meeting, held in Tashkent from 28-29 July 2022. Official engage-

ments commenced 

with a joint call by SCO For-

eign Ministers on the Presi-

dent of Uzbekistan, Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev. During the 

meeting, Foreign Minister 

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari ex-

pressed gratitude for the 

warm reception accorded to 

him and his delegation. He 

reaffirmed Pakistan’s desire 

to further strengthen the close, historic and fraternal relations between Uzbekistan and Pakistan 

and the desire of the leaderships of both countries to make bilateral cooperation result-oriented 

and fruitful for the people of the two countries. In his comprehensive statement at the Council of 

Foreign Ministers meeting, Foreign Minister Bilawal 

Bhutto Zardari highlighted Pakistan’s perspective on 

important regional and international issues of con-

cern to SCO member states. Commenting on the de-

veloping geo-political changes and challenges to the 

international economic order in the post-Covid era, 

he emphasized that “shared prosperity” was a sine 

qua non for peace, stability and development in the 

SCO region and globally. The Foreign Minister also 

shared Pakistan’s vision for the future direction and 

growth of SCO which could be achieved through joint efforts to enhance greater connectivity; 

road/rail links within the SCO region; building network of businessmen and entrepreneurs of 

SCO; harnessing the potential of technology and digitalization; and removing barriers to intra-

SCO trade. Highlighting the dire situation in Afghanistan, the Foreign Minister reminded SCO 

Ministers that, as neighbours of Afghanistan, all member states had a responsibility towards Af-

ghanistan. It was thus important to find common approaches to address the humanitarian and 

economic challenges faced by the Afghan people.  

News highlights from Pakistan 
 

Foreign Minister  
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F oreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari met the U.S. Secretary of State, Antony Blinken in 

Washington D.C on 26th September 2022. The Foreign Minister apprised Secretary Blinken 

about the devastation caused by the cataclysmic floods with more than 33 million people displaced 

and a huge loss of lives and livelihoods. He 

highlighted the relief efforts of the Govern-

ment and people of Pakistan and thanked the 

U.S. government for its assistance. The Foreign 

Minister also un- derscored the historic and 

growing im- portance of Pakistan-US rela-

tionship in pro- moting peace, security, and 

economic pros- perity in the region. Secretary 

Blinken ex- pressed sincere condolences 

and solidarity with Pakistan over the loss of precious lives and monumental economic losses. He 

reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to continue cooperating with Pakistan in meeting the challenges 

of rehabilitation and reconstruction. Secretary Blinken also maintained that, given Pakistan’s enor-

mous potential, US private sector would like to invest in Pakistan including in energy sector. 

Foreign Minister briefs U.S. Secretary of State on  

devastation caused by flooding in Pakistan 

FM chairs 46th Annual Ministerial Meeting of the  

Group of 77 and China 

F oreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari chaired the 46th Annual Ministerial Meeting of the 

G77 and China during the 77th UNGA Session in New York. The United Nations Secretary 

General, President of the General Assembly, Secretary General of the United Nations Con-

ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Direc-

tor General (Food and Agriculture Organization), and 

Under Secretary General (DESA) also participated in 

the meeting. Around 40 Ministers and several other 

senior officials of member states of the Group of 77 

and China deliberated on the theme of the Ministerial 

Meeting: “Major priority issues and addressing the 

food, fuel, and finance crises and pathways towards 

achieving the SDGs”. In his opening remarks, Foreign 

Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari highlighted the problems the developing countries were facing and 

proposed urgent & log-term actions to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities, eliminate hunger, 

combat rising food & energy prices, reduce unsustainable debt burden, &  tackle climate change. 
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Minister of State Hina Rabbani Khar attends meeting on UN 

Peace Operations held in New York 

M inister of State Hina Rabbani Khar participated in the High-Level meeting on 

‘Ensuring the success of Transitions in UN Peace Operations’ on the sidelines of the 

77th UNGA Session in New York on 24th September 2022. The Foreign Minister of 

Ireland hosted the event which was co-sponsored by Pakistan, Brazil, Ghana, Japan and Switzer-

land. Several other high-level dignitaries also participated. The challenges associated with transi-

tions were discussed in an interactive panel comprising Under Secretary General for Peace Opera-

tions Jean Pierre Lacroix, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cote d’Ivoire Ms. Kandia Camara, and 

Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General in the 

Democratic Republic of the 

Congo and Head of 

MONUSCO, Ms. Bintou 

Keita. Speaking on the oc-

casion, the Minister of State 

called for coordinated sys-

tem-wide responses during 

transitions of peacekeeping 

operations to mitigate po-

tential negative conse-

quences and to help the 

host authorities further 

their peacebuilding objec-

tives. She highlighted that if not properly planned, transitions could risk jeopardizing hard-won 

gains and make it more difficult to prevent relapse of conflict. She also presented a road map for 

successful transitions. The Minister of State highlighted Pakistan’s key role in the most successful 

UN peacekeeping transitions, such as in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Burundi, and Timor-Leste. She re-

iterated Pakistan’s deep-rooted commitment to women’s critical role in the promotion of sustaina-

ble peace and security and especially mentioned the deployment of the first all-female community 

engagement team in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which undertook several successful 

peacebuilding initiatives, including vocational training for students, teachers and women, and 

conducted psychological workshops for Congolese police. The Minster of State summed up by un-

derscoring that transition in a conflict-affected country should be a step towards self-sustaining 

peace, stability, and economic prosperity. 

              Minister of State 
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Hina calls for enhanced economic cooperation amongst  

D-8 countries 

 

Hina speaks on ‘Ensuring the success of Transitions in  

UN Peace Operations’ 

M inister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar yesterday called for creating a 

‘Private Sector Coordination Facility’ to boost economic cooperation amongst the De-

veloping-Eight (D-8) countries. The MoS spoke virtually to the 20th Session of the D-8 

Council of Foreign Ministers, hosted by 

Bangladesh in a hybrid format in the 

last week of July. The MoS called for 

creating a conducive environment for 

trade through facilitative legal frame-

works, and equal opportunities for in-

vestment and business. She under-

scored that Pakistan’s vision of geo-

economics had socio-economic growth, 

connectivity, and development at its 

core. Khar highlighted that Pakistan’s 

location afforded critical overland and 

maritime connectivity to key regions of 

Asia – Central Asia, South Asia, the Middle East and China – that made Pakistan geo-politically 

among the most pivotal states in the world.  

M inister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar has called for coordinated sys-

tem-wide responses during transitions of UN peacekeeping operations to mitigate po-

tential negative consequences and help host authorities further their peace-building 

objectives. She high- lighted that if ill-planned, 

United Nations tran- sitions carry the risk of jeop-

ardizing hard-won gains and may make it more 

difficult to prevent renewed violence. She also 

presented a road map for successful transitions. The 

Minister of State was speaking at a High-Level 

Breakfast meeting on ‘Ensuring the success of Tran-

sitions in UN Peace Operations’ held on the side-

lines of the United Nations General Assembly’s 77th Session in the 3rd week of September. The 

Foreign Minister of Ireland hosted the event which was also co-sponsored by Pakistan, Brazil, 

Ghana, Japan and Switzerland. Several other high-level dignitaries also participated. 
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      65th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC) 

 

Raja Pervez Ashraf leads Pakistan delegation to 65th CPC 

A Parliamentary delegation from Pakistan led by Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf 

attended the 65th Commonwealth Par-

liamentary Conference (CPC) held in 

the Canadian city of Halifax from 20th 

August till 26th August 2022. The 

members of the delegation comprised 

Federal Minister for Law & Justice 

Azam Tarar, Deputy Chair of the Paki-

stan Senate Saleem Mandwiwala and 

Convener SDGs MNA Romina 

Khurshid Alam. Pakistan High Com-

missioner to Canada Zaheer A. Janjua 

also assisted the delegation in official talks and meetings with various delegations, including the 

Speaker of the Senate of Canada, Mr. George 

Furey and Speaker of the House of Commons of 

Canada, Mr. Anthony Rota. During these meet-

ings, both sides highlighted the celebration of 75 

years of Pakistan and Canada’s bilateral rela-

tions, agreed to strengthen parliamentary rela-

tions and expand cooperation across diverse 

fields.  The Parliamentary delegation from Paki-

stan also met with the President of the Senate of 

Australia, Senator Sue Lines on the sidelines of 65th CPC in Halifax, Canada. Both sides discussed 

the avenues of bilateral relations. In the meeting, Raja Pervez Ashraf extended an invitation to the 

President of the Senate in the Australian Parliament to visit Pakistan. He also informed the Senate 

President about the holding of the IPU Re-

gional Seminar on SDGs being organized by 

the National Assembly of Pakistan and in-

vited her to attend the seminar. He stressed 

the need of enhancing Parliamentary coop-

eration between the two countries. He also 

sought expanded cooperation in the fields 

of trade, technology, education and parlia-

mentary interaction.  
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He opined that parliamentary diplomacy was of great value for building meaningful relations be-

tween two countries. He also briefed the Senate President about the splendid events of Diamond 

Jubilee Celebrations of 1st 

Constituent Assembly of Paki-

stan.  The Speaker along with 

Parliamentary delegation also 

met Mr. Mahinda Yapa Abey-

wardana, Speaker of the Sri 

Lankan Parliament and dis-

cussed matters of mutual inter-

est. Earlier in his address to the 

65th CPC, Speaker Raja Pervez 

highlighted the issue of Kash-

mir and the human rights violations in the occupied territory. He also called for the world to 

strengthen climate actions and emphasized the effects climate change was causing.  During the vis-

it, Raja Pervez Ashraf also held 

separate meetings with Paki-

stan-origin Canadian MP Sal-

ma Zahid and Ontario Govern-

ment Minister Kaleed Rasheed 

to discuss a wide array of bilat-

eral relations with focus on en-

hancing trade, promoting peo-

ple-to-people contacts, parlia-

mentary diplomacy, addressing 

the immigration issues faced 

by the Pakistani applicants and facilitating issuance of visas to the Pakistani students.  The Speaker 

appreciated the achievements of the Paki-

stani diaspora in Canada and the role played 

by them in strengthening the friendship be-

tween the two countries.  He highlighted the 

steps taken by the Government of Pakistan 

to provide relief to the victims of devastating 

floods in Pakistan and appealed to the over-

seas Pakistanis, philanthropists and well-

placed Pakistanis to come forward, shedding 

all political, religious or cultural differences 

and unite as one nation to jointly help their 

brothers and sisters in distress 
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Youm e Istehsal Kashmir observed in Canada 

L ike Pakistan and elsewhere in the world, Youm e Istehsal Kashmir was observed on 5th Au-

gust 2022 in Canada to condemn India's illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019 in 

the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and to pay homage to the sacrifices of 

Kashmiris for their just struggle to self-determination. The activities included a photo exhibition 

arranged at the Pakistan High Commission in Ottawa to highlight human rights violations in 

IIOJ&K, demonstrations by Pakistani 

and Kashmiri communities in Ottawa, 

Toronto and Calgary, movement of a 

Kashmir HR violations-themed truck 

on main roads in Toronto and a high-

level webinar attended by Advisor to 

the Prime Minister on Kashmir Af-

fairs Qamar Zaman Kaira, High Com-

missioner for Pakistan to Canada Za-

heer A. Janjua. Addressing the webi-

nar hosted by Consul General of Paki-

stan Toronto Abdul Hameed, Advisor 

to the Prime Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira termed the Indian actions of 5 August 2019 a blatant vi-

olation of the UN Charter, the 4th Geneva Convention and international laws. He noted that for the 

last three years India had tried every tactic of oppression against the Kashmiris but their resolve 

and passion for freedom had not weak-

ened. Speaking on the occasion, High 

Commissioner Zaheer A Janjua said it 

was no secret that India had taken its 

illegal and unilateral actions on 5 Au-

gust 2019 to suppress Kashmiris’ free-

dom struggle, deny them their right to 

self-determination and change the de-

mographic structure of the valley. He 

said Indian atrocities committed in 

IIOJ&K were well documented by the 

UN and other international human rights organizations and even the Human Rights Watch, in a 

statement earlier this week, had confirmed that the Indian authorities were restricting free expres-

sion, peaceful assembly and other basic rights in Jammu and Kashmir.  

      Pakistan High Commission  
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Pakistan’s 75th Independence Day marked in Canada 

T he 75th Independence Day of Pakistan was marked in Canada with elaborate flag hoisting 

ceremonies held at the Pakistan High Commission in Ottawa and the Consulates General of 

Pakistan in Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal. The main event of the day was the flag hoist-

ing ceremony held at the Pakistan High Commission where High Commissioner for Pakistan Za-

heer Janjua hoisted the national flag to the accompaniment of the National Anthem in the pres-

ence of a large number of Pakistan expatriates, including Canadian MP George Chahal, who had 

gathered at the 

chancery in Otta-

wa. The Messages 

of the President 

and the Prime 

Minister were also 

read out on the 

occasion. Later, a 

beautiful specially 

made cake in 

green and white 

Pakistani flag col-

ours to fit the occasion was also cut. In a message on the occasion, High Commissioner Zaheer 

Janjua felicitated the Pakistani diaspora in Canada on the 75th Independence Day of Pakistan. He 

paid tribute to the founding fathers of Pakistan for their heroic struggle and sacrifices for attaining 

the goal of an independent motherland. He also paid rich tributes to the Pakistani diaspora in Can-

ada for their role in strengthening bilateral relationship and contributing to the progress and de-

velopment of their adopted home and the 

country of their origin. He hoped and 

prayed the Kashmiris suffering under the 

Indian yoke would also have their free-

dom one day. Later in the day, Pakistan 

High Commission and Salam Pakistan 

Canada, a local organization of Pakistani 

Canadians, jointly organized ‘Pakistan 

Festival’, a cultural fest featuring a host 

of attractions, including food and cloth-

ing stalls, shoes, jewellery, paintings, ar-

tifacts etc, at the historical Strathcona 

Park in the Canadian capital.  
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High Commissioner briefs Canadian Minister of  
International Development on flood situation in Pakistan 

T he Canadian government has pledged “the right support, at the right time” for the people 

affected by rains and floods in Pakistan. “We will work closely together to ensure that we 

support the people 

of Pakistan as they strug-

gle through this difficult 

time,” said Mr. Harjit 

Singh Sajjan, Canadian 

Minister of International 

Development, on his   

Twitter handle following a 

video conference meeting 

with Pakistan's High Commissioner to Canada, Mr. Zaheer Janjua.  During the meeting, the        

Pakistan High Commissioner conveyed the Canadian Minister his gratitude on behalf of the people 

of Pakistan for Canada’s initial assistance of CAD 5 million for the people affected by floods in      

Pakistan.  He also briefed the Minister on the ongoing relief efforts and the nature of assistance     

required from international community, donors and friendly countries, including Canada, in the 

rescue and relief efforts and subsequent rehabilitation of flood victims and restoration of damaged 

infrastructure. Mr. Janjua also briefed Mr. Harjit Sajjan about the $160 million flash appeal 

launched by UN Secretary General Mr. António Guterres for the Pakistani people who, in the 

words of Mr. Guterres, were facing “a monsoon on steroids” in a colossal crisis that could only be 

handled through an urgent and collective action by the international community.  
 

HC presents credentials to ICAO's Secretary General  
in Montreal 

P akistan’s High Commissioner to Canada Ambassador Zaheer Aslam Janjua has said Paki-

stan has an expanding aviation sector and the announcement of two new airlines in the 

country last year reflects the strength of the sector 

as well as the role of air travel in boosting tourism potential 

of the country.  He made this statement while presenting 

his credentials as Pakistan's Representative to the Secretary 

General International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), 

Mr. Juan Carlos Salazar, in Montreal city of Canada.   

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua expressed 

the hope for an increased ICAO support to Pakistan with a view to further strengthening its civil 

aviation sector at the national level and enhancing its presence at the international level. 
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Zaheer Janjua briefs Canadian media on floods  
calamity in Pakistan 

T his summer Pakistan was hit by unprecedented monsoon rains and floods which led to 

deaths of more than 1,700 persons since June 14 and caused an estimated loss of US$40 

billion in damaged property, livestock, crop and infrastructure. Following the declaration of 

a state of emergency by the Government of Paki-

stan on 25 August to respond to the floods calami-

ty, High Commissioner Zaheer Janjua reached out 

the mainstream Canadian media through press 

briefings and interviews with various channels 

and newspapers. In the wide-ranging interactions, 

the High Commissioner appreciated Canada’s 

“swift and very forthcoming” response and high-

lighted the need to address both the immediate needs that the flooding has caused, as well as assis-

tance in longer term rehabilitation and rebuilding. “It is a task which Pakistan alone cannot fulfill. 

We do need the international community’s support,” 

he told The Hill Times. He said the unprecedented 

flooding shows the need to confront climate change 

globally. “We believe that this is a climate change-

induced calamity that has befallen us,” he said, fur-

ther noting that Pakistan is low on the list of carbon-

emitting countries, but is among the most vulnera-

ble to the effects of climate change. He described cli-

mate change as “a clear and present danger” and “if 

it is not addressed, I’m afraid Mother Earth is going 

to react”. “This reaction was demonstrated in these rains and floods, and we wish that powers that 

be and people who matter would pay 

much more attention to climate change 

than it is being given now.” He said the 

agreements that have been reached have 

to be preserved and the international 

community has to move forward from 

there. “We can’t just rest on the laurels 

that we have. We have good building 

blocks. We have a good foundation, and 

we should further build on that and 

move on,” he said.  
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High Commissioner engages with Pakistani diaspora to coordinate 
relief efforts for flood victims in Pakistan  

A  meeting of office bearers of local Pakistani Canadian organizations in Ottawa was held at 

the Pakistan High Commission to coordinate the efforts of Canadians living in Pakistan 

and Canadians of Pakistani origin for relief and rehabilitation of the people affected by 

floods in Pakistan. Pakistan High Commissioner Za-

heer Janjua, while briefing the participants on the lat-

est situation of the flood, said that the unprecedented 

rains and floods had caused widespread destruction in 

a large part of Pakistan. The floods have so far affected 

33 million people while more than 1100 human lives 

have been lost and more than 1600 people have been 

injured. The number of cattle killed due to floods and 

rains has also increased to more than 7 lakhs. Ambas-

sador Zaheer Janjua further said that rains and floods 

had also caused severe damage to public buildings and infrastructure and so far more than 1 mil-

lion houses had been partially or completely destroyed and 163 bridges and 170 shops had been de-

stroyed in addition to 3400 kms of roads damaged. in Pakistan.  

High Commissioner attends fundraising  
dinner in Montreal for flood victims in Pakistan 

T he Canadian government has announced to match individual donations collected through 

the Humanitarian Coalition of 12 charitable organizations which are collecting funds and 

donations across Canada in response to the flooding in Pakistan. This was stated by High 

Commissioner for Pakistan to Canada    Zaheer Janjua while speaking to a webinar on ‘Exploring 

Shariah-compliant Investment & Charitable Opportunities through Roshan Digital Account’ as well 

as a fundraising dinner held in the Canadian capital 

under the auspices of Pakistani Canadian charitable 

organization ‘Dil Canada’ for Pakistan flood relief. The 

High Commissioner said Pakistan had been hit by 

floods of biblical proportions and he was glad the Pa-

kistani diaspora in Canada had come forward in a big 

way to raise funds to help their fellow brethren in Pa-

kistan. He also appreciated the Canadian government 

and the people for initially committing an aid of CAD 

5 million and then backing it up with another $25 mil-

lion of funding in response to the impact of flooding in Pakistan, and to support development pro-

jects in the country.  
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Pakistan on Social Media 
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Pictorial Gallery 

Mr. Harjit Sajjan, Minister of Interna onal Development of Canada, 
mee ng Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 

Pakistan, during his visit to Islamabad in September 

High Commissioner Zaheer A. Janjua shaking hands with Speaker of the 
Senate of Canada, Mr. George Furey, during the proceedings of 65th 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC) held in Halifax. 

HC Zaheer Janjua with Ms. Melita Gabrič,  
Ambassador of the European Union to Canada.  

High Commissioner with a group of Canadian MPs at the Canadian House of Commons   

High Commissioner a ending a musical performance by celebrated Pakistani singer Rahat Fateh Ali Khan in Toronto   
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H.E. Mr. Janjua with Ms. Reem AlKhaled,  

Kuwait’s Ambassador to Canada  

- with H.E. Fahad Saeed Al Raqbani, UAE ’s 
Ambassador to Canada  

Ambassador Zaheer Janjua with  
Canadian MP Sameer Zuberi  

- with Canadian Member of Parliament  
Mr. Stéphane Bergeron 

- with celebrated Pakistani music maestro 
Rahat Fateh Ali Khan 

- with H.E. Ms. Soraya Othmani,  

Moroccan Ambassador to Canada  
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